A new retraction-suspension device for limited upper sternotomy.
A limited sternal splitting incision is useful for the surgical approach to different diseases of the upper mediastinum. To provide optimal exposure, a specifically designed sternal retractor has been developed. Through a V-shaped opening and elevation of the sternum, surgery of the thymus gland, mediastinal goiters, and, more generally, biopsy or resection of most anterior mediastinal masses are possible. The device has been used in 30 patients who had different diseases, with totally satisfactory results.